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(6) Copies of all records in the former
employee’s possession which relate to
the debt and which the former em-
ployee may enter into the record of the
hearing.

(e) The former employee may, if nec-
essary, file with the Recorder addi-
tional information as a supplement to
the petition at any time prior to the
filing of the answer to the petition
under §966.7, or at such later time as
permitted by the Hearing Official upon
a showing of good cause.

[77 FR 65105, Oct. 25, 2012]

§966.5 Effect of petition filing.

Upon receipt and docketing of the
former employee’s petition, the Re-
corder will notify the General Counsel
that the petition has been filed and
that a timely filed petition stays fur-
ther collection action.

§966.6 Filing, docketing and serving
documents; computation of time;
representation of parties.

(a) Filing. All documents required
under this part must be filed by the
former employee or the General Coun-
sel with the Recorder. (The Recorder’s
normal business hours are between 8:45
a.m. and 4:45 p.m., eastern standard or
daylight saving time as appropriate
during the year.) Unless otherwise di-
rected by the Hearing Official, the
party filing any document shall send a
copy thereof to the opposing party.

(b) Docketing. The Recorder will
maintain a docket record of pro-
ceedings under this part and will assign
each petition a docket number. After
notification of the docket number, the
former employee and General Counsel
should refer to it on any further filings
regarding the petition.

(c) Time computation. A filing period
under the rules in this part excludes
the day the period begins, and includes
the last day of the period unless the
last day is a Saturday, Sunday, or legal
holiday, in which event the period runs
until the close of business on the next
business day. Requests for extensions
of time shall be made in writing stat-
ing good cause therefor, shall represent
that the moving party has contacted
the opposing party about the request,
or made reasonable efforts to do so,

§966.8

and shall indicate whether the oppos-
ing party consents to the extension.

(d) Representation of parties. After the
filing of the petition, further document
transmittals for, or communications
with, the Postal Service shall be
through its representative, the General
Counsel, or designee. The representa-
tive of the Postal Service, as des-
ignated by the General Counsel, shall
file a notice of appearance as soon as
practicable, and no later than the date
for filing the answer. If a former em-
ployee has a representative, further
transmissions of documents and other
communications by and with the
former employee shall be made
through his or her representative rath-
er than directly with the former em-
ployee.

[77 FR 65105, Oct. 25, 2012]

§966.7 Answer to petition.

Within thirty (30) days after the date
of receipt of the petition, the General
Counsel shall file an answer to the pe-
tition, and attach all available rel-
evant records and documents in sup-
port of the Postal Service’s claim, or
the administrative offset schedule pro-
posed by the Postal Service for col-
lecting any such claim. The answer
shall provide a clear and detailed de-
scription of the basis for the Postal
Service’s determination of the alleged
debt and its calculation of the amount
of the alleged debt and/or its proposed
offset schedule, as appropriate.

[77 FR 65106, Oct. 25, 2012]

§966.8 Authority and responsibilities
of Hearing Official or Judicial Offi-
cer.

(a) In processing a case under this
part, the Hearing Official’s authority
includes, but is not limited to, the fol-
lowing:

(1) Ruling on all offers, motions, or
requests by the parties;

(2) Issuing any notices, orders, or
memoranda to the parties concerning
the hearing procedures;

(3) Conducting telephone conferences
with the parties to expedite the pro-
ceedings (a memorandum of a tele-
phone conference will be transmitted
to both parties). The Hearing Official’s
Memorandum of Telephone Conference
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